CELEBRATE TARTAN DAY SCOTLAND
A week-long programme of events in Scotland

29th March – 6th April, 2008
Over the past 17 years, Tartan Day celebrations on 6th April commemorating the very best of Scotland and the Scots, both at home and away, have grown to become high profile events on the international calendar.  
From Canada and North America to Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Holland and France, Tartan Day celebrations recall the signing of the Declaration of Arbroath, on 6th April 1320 – a document that proclaimed Scotland’s nationhood and which was later the basis for the American Declaration of Independence. 
In 2004, Angus Council established the first Tartan Day celebrations on home territory.  Four years on, a consortium of eight councils are embracing a week-long programme of events showcasing the nation’s creativity, innovation and heritage, its business, sporting and economic success – and its people.   
Angus, Dundee, Fife, Perth & Kinross, Stirling, East Lothian, East Renfrewshire and West Lothian are offering a wide-ranging programme to celebrate Tartan Day Scotland.  All these areas are classic short-break destinations; so, add in a host of events in the week leading up to Tartan Day, and a choice of great days out or an early spring break sounds like an attractive option.

Historic Arbroath Abbey in Angus is at the heart of the celebration. The signing of the famous document will be celebrated in various ways, including costumed re-enactments and musical events.  Add in a round or two on the famous golf courses in Angus, a discovery of its Pictish heritage at Pictavia, traditional market towns and the scenic Angus glens, plus the natural heritage of the coast, especially at Montrose Basin and St Cyrus, and Angus during Tartan Week is well worth a visit.  The childhood home of HRH the Queen Mother, Glamis Castle, should also be included on your itinerary.
Dundee’s events for Tartan Day include a fascinating heritage walk to the city’s harbour. Under the banner of ‘City of Discovery’ Dundee has made plenty of impact with its cluster of attractions, from RRS Discovery itself with its tales of Antarctic derring-do, the family-fun-filled science centre Sensation nearby, to the flagship arts venue Dundee Contemporary Arts. Its superb shopping choice and central location for the championship golf courses at St Andrews, Gleneagles and Carnoustie puts Dundee high on the list for short breaks.
Perth & Kinross embraces the tartan themed week with music in its superb Concert Hall and themed art exhibitions in its Museum and Art Gallery.  There are plenty of walking opportunities in Perthshire, while the loch-filled glens are made for circular car touring, with Loch Earn, Loch Tay and Loch Rannoch amongst the choice of rewarding one-day loops. A heritage of castles including Blair Castle and Castle Menzies lie along the way, as well as distilleries promising a diversion and a dram such as, Dewar’s World of Whisky (Aberfeldy) and the Famous Grouse Experience (Crieff).

Wander through the Thistles Shopping Centre in Stirling on the Saturday before Tartan Day and you’ll find costumed actors bringing alive the times of William Wallace. This is just one part of Stirling’s celebrations, along with ceilidhs, pipe bands, exhibitions and films. 
Stirling, of course, is associated both with the famous historical figures of Bruce and Wallace. Within easy reach of the town-centre, the tale of Bannockburn is told at the National Trust for Scotland’s visitor centre, while the landmark of the National Wallace Monument also brings the past alive. 
As you stand on the ramparts of Stirling Castle and enjoy the magnificent panorama, look hard to the east and you can just make out the top of the Forth Road Bridge (yes, you can!), which marks the southern boundary of Fife, another attractive short break destination. 
The Kingdom of Fife between two firths is strongly associated with the Scottish nation through St Andrew, its patron saint, recalled in the town of St Andrews, a former place of pilgrimage. Today, of course, St Andrews is a holy place in another sense: as the ‘Home of Golf’ it receives world-wide attention. A classic, Scottish east-coast Lowland town, St Andrews feels different from the moment that romantic skyline of cathedral spire and castle tower comes into view. 
The area’s East Neuk fishing villages are very photogenic and an important part of the Fife experience.  Crail with its picturesque Tolbooth and harbour is probably one of the most often photographed places in Scotland. (On the shore nearby, look for the tracks of a giant prehistoric millipede. Crail is also a top spot for fossils!) Scotland’s Fisheries Museum at Anstruther is also on the list of ‘must sees’ hereabouts. 

Fife’s south facing coastline looks across the Firth of Forth to East Lothian. Both sides of the Forth have golf as a common theme, and if Fife claims Scotland’s patron saint, then East Lothian claims Scotland’s flag. The story, involving an ancient battle between Picts and invading Saxons, is told at the Athelstaneford Flag Heritage Centre. This centre is also the destination of a series of Countryside Ranger-led guided walks on Tartan Day itself. Another of East Lothian’s attractions is Glenkinchie Distillery at Pencaitland. 
While you’re out in the green East Lothian countryside, visit the Museum of Flight at East Fortune, where Concorde still makes a stir.  And flight is also a theme at the Scottish Seabird Centre at North Berwick. 
There’s also plenty going on at the Almond Valley Heritage Centre in West Lothian which is celebrating Tartan Day with a range of events and activities. As well as its country parks, West Lothian is also noted for its shopping choice at places like the Livingston Designer Outlet where there are more than 90 shops under one impressive glass roof. By way of culture and heritage, make sure you take in Linlithgow Palace and Hopetoun House as well.

Further west, the theme of country parks and green spaces within easy reach of a city is found again in East Renfrewshire. Rouken Glen, for instance, on the edge of Glasgow, has special fun and activities planned for Tartan Day. And East Renfrewshire Council has also been active in establishing Dams to Darnley Country Park as Scotland’s newest country park. Also within easy reach, the conservation village of Eaglesham is sometimes described as the finest of Scotland’s 18th century planned villages. 
Altogether, there’s a lot happening during Tartan Day Scotland’s week-long programme of events.  Make sure you’re a part of it.  
For details of the full programme events check out www.tartandayscotland.com
ENDS
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