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AVIEMORE COOKING UP THE CRAIC THIS WEEKEND AS HIGHLAND FEAST HOSTS A CELEBRATION OF CELTIC CUISINE

Aviemore will be at the centre of a mouth-watering double bill of delicious Celtic cuisine combined with traditional music and glitzy entertainment this weekend as Highland Feast brings two of its most popular events to town. On Sunday Macdonald Aviemore Highland Resort’s Osprey Arena will be the stage for a brand new event in the Highland Feast programme as Aviemore hosts the first ever Celtic Fayre, an international food showcase bringing together some of the finest cuisine from Wales, Northern Ireland and the Highlands of Scotland.
The event will feature six food and drink producers from Wales and six from Ireland together with a dozen of the Highlands’ top producers. Such has been the positive response from these countries that Highland Feast director Terry Stevens believes Celtic Fayre may have a big future as an event in its own right. 
He says:  “We intend to extend the range of events within Highland Feast by introducing a strong Celtic element in the form of Celtic Fayre. This innovative event has been successfully put together this year with enthusiastic support and commitment from partners in the Northern Ireland Tourist Board, Taste of Ulster, the Welsh Assembly Government and Aventa – Taste of Monmouthshire. Having made this strong beginning we are confident that the elements are now in place to enable Celtic Fayre to grow and expand into a bigger event next year”.

Running from 10.30am to 5pm on Sunday, 15th October Celtic Fayre will feature tastings, samplings, children’s workshops and cookery demonstrations from chefs Nerys Howell and Dudley Newbery from Wales, Nick Price from Nick’s Warehouse in Belfast and, representing the Highlands, Kenny MacMillan from Macdonald Aviemore Highland Resort.  
The event will also serve up slices of Celtic culture to accompany the food with traditional music played throughout the day by folk rock bands Blasta from Northern Ireland and Mynediad am Ddim from Wales.  

Aviemore and the Cairngorms Destination Management Interim Director Yvonne Crook says: “Celtic Fayre is exactly the kind of quality lifestyle event we want to see happening in this area. Not only is it a great showcase for our finest local food producers but it is also gives us a new international platform and another opportunity to reach some very significant niche markets in these other Celtic countries.”

On Saturday evening the resort will also host Highland Feast’s annual celebration of Highland style and sophistication Kilt, Ceilidh and Craic. The event will once again combine high fashion with high jinks, comedy and top class musical entertainment at Macdonald Aviemore Highland Resort’s Peregrine Suite including an exclusive fashion event incorporating 21st Century kilts.

Another special feature of the festival this year is the innovative Dine Around concept, developed originally by VisitScotland for the competitive Glasgow and Edinburgh food scenes, which will offer fixed price menus for the duration of the festival.  A two course meal starts from as little as £10.00 and a three course meal from just £15, and can be booked direct with participating restaurants as detailed on the festival’s website www.highlandfeast.co.uk.

ENDS

EDITOR’S NOTES

· Celtic Fayre takes place at Macdonald Aviemore Highland Resort Osprey Arena 1030am-5.00pm on Sunday 15th October. Entry is free of charge
· Mynediad am Ddim appear at Celtic Fayre with support from the Welsh Language Board
· Tickets for Kilt, Ceilidh and Craic are available by calling 01463 222915 or emailing info@highlandfeast.co.uk
· Full details of the Highland Feast programme of events are listed at www.highlandfeast.co.uk
· Further media information from Caroline Keith at theKeithconsultancy.co.uk on 01463 224225
