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LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS ENCOURAGED TO APPLY FOR HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS 

GREEN TOURISM AWARD 
Communities throughout the Highlands and Islands have until 30th September to show they are good guardians of the landscape and environment by entering one of the area’s most prestigious tourism awards.

The Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards’ Green Tourism Award, sponsored by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has been established in recognition of community groups’ work in their areas to achieve a ‘green Highlands and Islands’. 

In the Green Tourism category the organisers are looking for local community groups proactive in raising awareness of the environment and their heritage and culture.

Community groups should also adopt best practice in the standards of sustainable development and/or have an involvement in local conservation activities. 

The award will recognise creativity, sustainability and best practice in combining the aims of conservation with the aims of tourism.

Susan Davies director of strategy and North operations at award sponsor SNH says:  “Entries are invited from community groups which place the landscape at the heart of their activities and encourage visitors to fully appreciate the value of the environment within their communities. 

“The superb landscapes and seascapes of the Highlands and Islands are the main reason why tourists visit the area and this award will recognise a community project which helps visitors fully enjoy the natural landscape experience of an area whilst ensuring the environment it is cared for and protected.”
The judges are looking for community group candidates which reflect a commitment to environmental good practice which ensures visitors fully appreciate the value placed on the environment and culture in tourism in the Highlands and Islands.

A total of fourteen award categories offer plenty of scope for every kind of large or small, public or private tourism operation to enter. 

And an unprecedented level of support from major sponsor, the Royal Bank of Scotland, together with sponsorship from Scottish Provincial Press, Red Cell Scotland and AVC Media and backing from Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Scottish Natural Heritage has ensured that the Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards ceremony itself will be one of the Scottish tourism industry highlights of the year. 

Other categories are:
Film Friendly Location 

Travel Journalist of the Year
Tourism People Development 

Highland Ambassador of the Year 

Working Together

New Tourism Business 

Ceud Mile Failte
Highland Young Ambassador of the Year

Green Highlands and Islands - Business

Green Highlands and Islands - Community

Highland Dining Out Experience
Innovation

Customer Care 

Marketing
The Award ceremony at the Drumossie Hotel, Inverness on Friday, 24th November will be the hospitality and tourism industry’s celebration of the year, with more than 350 representatives from the region’s top tourism, hospitality, leisure and travel businesses attending to celebrate all that is best in tourism in the Highlands and Islands. 

ENDS

Editors Notes:

· For further details visit www.highland-tourism-awards.co.uk or contact View Marketing on 01463 711532

· The 14 categories are: Film Friendly Location, Travel Journalist of the Year, Tourism People Development, Highland Ambassador of the Year, Working together for Tourism, New Tourism Business, Ceud Mile Failte, Highland Young Ambassador of the Year, Green Highlands and Islands – Business, Green Highlands and Islands - Community, Highland Dining Out Experience, Innovation, Customer Care, Marketing

· The Awards Dinner is on Friday, 24th November.  Tickets cost £75 and can be booked via tickets@highland-tourism-awards.co.uk
· Sponsors of the Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards 2006 are: Scottish Provincial Press, Royal Bank of Scotland, Red Cell, AVC Media, Scottish Highlands and Islands Film Commission, VisitBritain, UKAEA, Jacobite – Experience Loch Ness, Highland Council, Caledonian MacBrayne, Bord na Gaidhlig, Swallow Hotels, Scottish Natural Heritage, Good Highland Food, British Waterways Scotland, VisitScotland, Historic Scotland

· The event is being organised by View Marketing Ltd and Stevens and Associates with additional support from theKeithConsulancy and Loch Ness Marketing

· Further media information available from Caroline Keith at theKeithconsultancy t: 01463 224225 or 

   e: caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk
