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HIGHLAND EVENT WILL SET AVIEMORE AND THE CAIRNGORMS BUZZING
Thousands of people are expected to attend an exciting Highland event which is set to be a right carve-up.

The annual Carrbridge Gathering will host not only the Scottish Open Chainsaw Carving Competition, in which competitors have four hours to make their log sculptures, but also a Quick Carve contest, where they have just half an hour to create a wooden figure.

The Gathering takes place on Saturday, 2nd September at the playing field in the pretty village of Carrbridge in the scenic region of Aviemore and the Cairngorms at the heart of the Cairngorms National Park.

As well as the chance to admire the amazing skills of the chainsaw wielders, visitors can also see crockery smashing, beat the goalie, a paint ball target shoot and a slow bike race, in which competitors have to pedal as slowly as possible without falling off!

Carrying the hopes of the nation in the chainsaw competition will be Scotland’s champion chainsaw wizard Peter Bowsher, the holder of the title for the past two years, whose incredible sculptures sell for up to £5,000 a piece.

The finished sculptures will be auctioned off at the end of the event, with all the proceeds from the Quick Carve pieces going to the local community council to help rebuild the village hall.

Event organiser Gavin Gerrard said:  “It promises to be a busy and exciting weekend.  Last year the Gathering proved extremely popular and we’re hoping for a really good turn out again this year.

“With so many things going on there is something for all the family to enjoy, including belly dancing and archery and a mini Highland Games for the kids.  The whole event represents a huge effort by the community of Carrbridge.”

Landmark Forest Theme Park is the main sponsor of the event and, located just down the road from the playing field, adds to a great day out all round for families, boasting water coasters, timber trails, Adventureland, Microworld as well as a restaurant and shop.
The fun starts on Friday, 1st September with an under-12s disco from 6pm to 10pm in the village hall.  


Events on Saturday start at 10.30am and, as well as the already mentioned attractions, there will be a great balloon release, a mountain bike display, woodland face painting and woodland masks, pottery painting and stalls.

Strathspey Pipe Band and local bands will be playing all day, and there will be a catering trailer selling food and refreshments and a tea and cakes stall, as well as a beer tent.  
Bob Kinnaird, a Director of Aviemore and the Cairngorms Destination Management Organisation said: “Aviemore and the Cairngorms has a great tradition in the timber industry with strong historical connections, and it’s encouraging to see such a major local effort to maintain it through the Chainsaw Carving Competition.  The Carrbridge gathering is packed with loads of activities to entertain the whole family.  The event is good for the area, and we hope many people will come and enjoy a great day out.”    

Anyone wanting more information about the Chainsaw Carving Competition should check out www.carvecarrbridge.com.


Further information on other events, where to stay and what to do in Aviemore and the Cairngorms can be found at www.visitaviemore.com
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