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SANDY LYLE TEES OFF NEW ‘JEWEL OF THE HIGHLANDS’ SPEY VALLEY CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE

Former Open Champion Sandy Lyle tee-ed off a new chapter in Scottish golfing history today as he became the first player to officially post a score at Scotland’s newest championship golf course, the Spey Valley Golf Course at Aviemore. Designed by award-winning course architect Dave Thomas the 7200 yard course is set in a 000 acres of classic Highland landscape in the pristine setting of the Cairngorms National Park and is already being hailed as one of the finest non-links championship courses in the United Kingdom. 

Sandy Lyle believes it has its own special character and all the essential elements to make it one of the top five championship courses in the UK. He says:

“I’m thrilled to be here at the opening of what I believe is a once in a generation golfing development. Nowadays you need to deliver a fantastic setting, stunning  layout and maybe even a touch of genius to create a top quality championship course which truly captures the imagination of the golfing community. Well here on the banks of the Spey Dave Thomas has managed to produce all of this and what’s more, set in one of Europe’s most stunning mountain landscapes”  

Three year’s in the making, the course’s setting on the banks of the Spey has enabled architect Dave Thomas to create eighteen epic holes incorporating the natural contours of Scotland’s largest national park and the signature Strath Spey natural features of crystal clear water, stately Caledonian pine forest, clusters of heather, and stunning open vistas to the brooding Cairngorm massif. 

Thomas who has designed some of the finest courses in the world such as the Belfry and San Roque believes the new course could be unique.

“In many ways this course breaks the mould. First and foremost it is unmistakably and proudly a Scottish highland course which could only be created here in the heart of the bens and glens. Secondly it is a championship course which I predict will excite the world’s top golfers and particularly those who expect to find nothing but links when they come to the Highlands to play championship golf. Thirdly it will create a major new international golf destination in the UK once word gets out about this fantastic course and the top class facilities and accommodation which have been put together here by forward thinking investors.”

The course is part of an £80 investment by Macdonald Hotels in facilities in the Aviemore area which has coincided with the area becoming Scotland’s fastest growing tourism economy. Macdonald Aviemore Highland Resort Managing Director Sean Sullivan says:

“In many ways the Spey Valley Championship Golf Course represents exactly what we are trying to achieve in all aspects of our business in this area. Based on thorough research and the creative skills of Dave Thomas we have produced a facility which brings the very best design, a top class infrastructure and a memorable golfing experience into the unique natural theatre of the Cairngorms. This stunning new Speyside Golf Course takes its place among the growing number of top class features which are bringing increasing numbers of visitors here all year round”.

The importance to the Scottish economy of the growing market in golf-related visits is reflected in VisitScotland research which shows that for every visitor £1 spent on green fees an additional £5 is spent elsewhere in the area’s economy. Furthermore the importance to the Aviemore area in establishing itself as a golfing destination for overseas visitors can be clearly understood in the fact that the average North American golfing holiday maker will spend around £1,300 per head per trip in Scotland.

Andy Machen-Young of Golf Highland,  the body which promotes the Highlands overall as a special golfing area, is delighted to see such a major new investment in the region’s sporting infrastructure. He says:

The new Spey Valley Course will benefit everyone involved in golf tourism in the   area by adding a top class championship course in the heart of the highlands to  the famous championship links courses in the area’s portfolio. The Highlands is increasingly becoming recognised as a specific golfing destination and this fantastic new course gives our visitors one more reason to come to the Highlands as opposed to the many other destinations that the golfing world has to offer".

The course also reflects the character of the Cairngorm national park in the names of the eighteen holes which each identity a famous feature of the surrounding landscape. Over its 7200 yards golfers will find themselves  traversing such famous landmarks as Beinn Mhor, Carn Dearg Mor and Craigellachie on the way to the majestic Ben Macdhui at the final eighteenth.  

Host of the launch, Fraser Cromarty, Director of Sales at Macdonald Aviemore Highland Resort, says:

“We look forward to welcoming the golfing world onto a course which we believe will become an iconic highland standard bearer for top class golf in Scotland for years to come. These fairways, greens and features are a seamless fusion of the natural character of the landscape with Dave Thomas’s imaginative course design and state of the art groundsmanship. The result is an exciting highland golfing experience which golfers will enjoy and want to savour time after time like a fine highland malt.”

ENDS
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The Spey Valley Golf Course officially opens on 24th July 

For more information on golf or the wide range of leisure activities and accommodation available in Aviemore and the Cairngorms 

email golf@aviemorehighlandresort.com, 

or visit www.aviemorehighlandresort.com
Further media information from Caroline Keith or Iain Hector Ross at theKeithconsultancy.co.uk on 01463 224225
