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END OF MONTH DEADLINE FOR HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS TOURISM AWARDS’ ENTRIES

Tourism businesses in (region) and across the Highlands and Islands are performing well despite trying economic conditions, according to a recent VisitScotland announcement.
The leisure-related sector in particular is showing strength in the current downturn, and is making the most of an increase in visitors from Europe who have been taking advantage of recent exchange rates, and reaping the rewards of the "staycation" trend in the UK combined with the effect of national Homecoming celebrations around Scotland.
 

This promising statement has emerged as businesses in the tourism industry in the Highlands and Islands clamour to enter the prestigious Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards.  Registrations for the Awards have to be in by 31st August and entries are due on 7th September.
The Awards’ organisers are urging businesses to capitalise on the prestige and positive recognition which will result from winning or being shortlisted for one of the 11 coveted awards up for grabs this year.  
 
Board Chair Liz Mackintosh said she hoped the industry would see the Awards as an opportunity to highlight some of the many good news projects and initiatives which are helping to boost the country’s leisure related tourism sector.  

“We know businesses are capable of being exceptionally creative and forward thinking when the going gets tough, and we hope that they will consider submitting an entry for a 2009 award.

“The awards exist to reward the hard work and commitment shown by the industry, and we are keen to recognise and acknowledge those individuals and businesses which are excelling during these difficult times.”

VisitScotland’s Regional Director Scott Armstrong said: “Undoubtedly the current economic climate is impacting on tourism just as it has impacted on every other sector of industry, but with these challenges come opportunities; and tourism businesses in the Highlands and Islands are showing themselves to be very resilient. 
“I believe that tourism businesses throughout the region are rising to the significant opportunities presented by Homecoming Scotland, “staycations” and Scotland’s attraction to European visitors as a value for money destination.  
“The Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards come at an appropriate time of year to give credit to those who are raising their game to ensure the Highlands and Islands remains a favoured destination for regular visitors and becomes a repeat destination for many people visiting the region for the first time”.
Nominations for the 2009 Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards can be filed on-line at www.highland-tourism-awards-co.uk.  The closing date for registration is 31st August, and for entries is 7th September. 
The shortlisted finalists will be announced in October, and the winning businesses and individuals will be announced at the Awards ceremony and gala dinner at the Drumossie Hotel in Inverness on Friday, 20th November.

The glittering event attracts over 350 representatives from the region’s top tourism, hospitality, leisure and travel businesses, and this year’s event will be attended by First Minister Alex Salmond.  

Entertainment will be provided by Inverness fiddle maestro Bruce MacGregor and band, and triple platinum sensation The Red Hot Chilli Pipers will bring their own unique style of blistering rock bagpipes and drums to the awards stage to make sure the evening finishes with a bang.

2009 award categories are: Best Visitor Experience, Community Tourism Initiative, Customer Care, Dining Out Experience, The Green Award, Most Entrepreneurial Business, Marketing Initiative, Leadership Award, Developing People, Ambassador of the Year, Young Ambassador of the Year.

2009 sponsors are:  Bord na Gaidhlig, Highland Council, Visit Scotland, Scottish Provincial Press, Scottish Natural Heritage, British Waterways (Scotland), UK Atomic Energy Authority, Royal Bank of Scotland, Caledonian MacBrayne.  The Awards are supported by Highlands and Islands Enterprise.
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Awards ceremony and gala dinner tickets cost £75 +VAT and are available by contacting 01224 646488 or email info@highland-tourism-awards.co.uk
	CATEGORY
	SPONSOR

	Best Visitor Experience
	Bord na Gaidhlig

	Community Tourism Initiative
	Highland Council

	Customer Care
	VisitScotland

	Dining Out Experience
	Scottish Provincial Press

	The Green Award
	Scottish Natural Heritage

	Most Entrepreneurial Business
	British Waterways (Scotland)

	Marketing Initiative
	

	Leadership Award
	Inverness College

	Developing People
	UK Atomic Energy Authority

	Young Ambassador of the Year
	Royal Bank of Scotland

	Ambassador of the Year
	Caledonian MacBrayne
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