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Tornado Jet Stars to salute Spirit of Speyside
 
Stars of STV’s JetSet will crew the flight to salute the Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival's finale concert starring Scottish band Capercaillie.
 
Flt Lt Gavin Fryer, Pilot and Flt Lt Mark Still, Weapons Systems Operator will get the Whisky Festival's final musical celebrations off to a flying start as they head along the River Spey and over the concert venue at Alice Littler Park at 19.30 on Saturday, 9th May.  

 
Based at Lossiemouth as members of the historic 617 ‘The Dambusters’ Squadron the Tornado crew represent 70 years of the service by the RAF and the Fleet Air Arm in Moray.
 
The Tornado will be clearly visible to all concert goers in the Alice Littler Park as it approaches Aberlour, before climbing steeply above the Park and returning to base.
 
Festival Chairman, Jim Royan, said: "The Festival is delighted that the RAF should salute the Festival in this way. The flypast will be a fitting celebration of the important contribution both the RAF and Scotch whisky make to the life of Speyside and Moray."

The Tornado flypast starts the evening’s celebrations which include a trumpet fanfare by the TA team of the Highland Regiment, performances by the Bucksburn and District Junior Pipe Band who are the current Junior World Champions, the Fochabers Fiddlers and a special performance by internationally renowned fiddle player Charlie McKerron.  

The mountains and glens of Speyside will then ring to the seductively contemporary music of Capercaillie, who have thrilled fans all around the world over the years.  The evening will end with a fireworks display to the sounds of a lone piper.
   
This year the Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival is playing a leading role in the Homecoming Scotland 2009 programme.  It has been designated the Signature Event of the Whisky Theme – May is Whisky Month in the homecoming calendar.


ENDS
Editor’s Notes:

· The ‘Spirit of Speyside – A Musical Celebration’ starts at 19.30 on Saturday, 9th May at Alice Littler Park, Aberlour.  

· Tickets are priced from £20 and are available online at www.spiritofspeyside.com and www.thebooth.co.uk and the following local outlets: Gammacks and Walkers Shop, Aberlour; Whisky Shop, Dufftown; Sound and Vision, Elgin; Boogie Woogie and The Mither Tongue, Keith; Costcutters Store, Rothes; The Book Mark, Grantown-on-Spey; Community Centre, Nairn; Rizzas, Huntly.

· www.spiritofspeyside.com for further information and on-line bookings

· The Festival runs a subsidised bus service and taxi voucher scheme

· The Festival also runs several competitions and awards including a Professional Chef competition, Student Chef competition, Photographic Competition and the prestigious Spirit of Speyside Whisky Awards

· Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival 2009 has received funding from Homecoming Scotland 2009 and EventScotland and is also financially supported by many other private and public partners 
· EventScotland is the national events agency working to make Scotland one of the world’s leading event destinations. It manages two funding programmes: The International Programme which is designed to support events that attract a significant economic impact from visitors from outside Scotland and profile Scotland on the International stage and The Regional Programme which is designed to support events that drive domestic tourism and profile the particular region in which they take place.  EventScotland.org
· Homecoming Scotland 2009 is a Scottish Government initiative managed by EventScotland, the national events agency, in partnership with VisitScotland, the country's national tourism agency.  Robert Burns is the inspiration for Homecoming Scotland as 2009 is the 250th anniversary of the birth of Scotland’s national poet. Homecoming Scotland will engage Scots at home as well as motivate people of Scottish descent and those who simply love Scotland, to take part in an inspirational celebration of our culture, heritage and some of the many great contributions Scotland has given to the world. www.homecomingscotland2009.com
· Further media information and photographs from Caroline Keith at theKeithconsultancy on 01463 811000 or 07734 543 923
