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CAPERCAILLIE TO HEADLINE 
WHISKY FESTIVAL’S GRAND MUSICAL FINALE
Iconic Scottish band Capercaillie are set to headline the musical climax of this year’s Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival.

Over 1500 visitors are expected to flock to the Alice Littler Park in Aberlour, the scenic outdoor setting on Saturday, 9th May, for ‘Spirit of Speyside’, a talent-packed evening of world class musical entertainment on the banks of the River Spey.

The spectacular musical pageant will embrace the heritage, folklore and culture of the River Spey, Speyside and its people through music, dance and song.

The mountains and glens of Speyside will resound to the seductively contemporary music of Capercaillie, whose mastery of traditional instruments and voice of Karen Matheson have thrilled fans all around the world over the years.  The programme gets off to a flying start with an RAF Tornado flypast, followed by a fabulous fanfare by the TA team of the Highland Regiment, a stunning performance by The Bucksburn & District Pipe Band who are the current Junior World Champions, the Fochabers Fiddlers, dancers and a special performance by internationally renowned fiddle player Charlie McKerron.  

The Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival is celebrating its 10th anniversary this year from 1st-10th May, and has been chosen to play a leading role in the Homecoming Scotland 2009 programme.  The Festival has been designated the Signature Event of the Whisky Theme – May is Whisky Month in the Homecoming calendar.

The Festival’s 400 events include 180 whisky tours and tastings offered by some of the world’s leading brands such as Glenfiddich and The Glenlivet, 21 whisky dinners, 12 bracing whisky walks, 12 cooperage tours and a range of distillery visits.

And for events with a non-whisky theme, visitors can choose from 18 train rides, ceilidhs, painting exhibitions, cookery demonstrations, landrover tours as well as plenty of retail therapy around the region.
Tickets for the ‘Spirit of Speyside’ musical celebration are available online at www.spiritofspeyside.com, www.thebooth.co.uk and www.ticketmaster.co.uk.   
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

· www.spiritofspeyside.com for further information and on-line bookings

· Easy access by rail or air, including a number of low-cost airline options to Aberdeen and Inverness airport

· The Festival runs a subsidised bus service and taxi voucher scheme

· The Festival also runs several competitions and awards including a Professional Chef competition, Student Chef competition, Photographic Competition and the prestigious Spirit of Speyside Whisky Awards

· Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival 2009 has received funding from Homecoming Scotland 2009 and EventScotland and is also financially supported by many other private and public partners 
· EventScotland is the national events agency working to make Scotland one of the world’s leading event destinations. It manages two funding programmes: The International Programme which is designed to support events that attract a significant economic impact from visitors from outside Scotland and profile Scotland on the International stage and The Regional Programme which is designed to support events that drive domestic tourism and profile the particular region in which they take place.  EventScotland.org
· Homecoming Scotland 2009 is a Scottish Government initiative managed by EventScotland, the national events agency, in partnership with VisitScotland, the country's national tourism agency.  Robert Burns is the inspiration for Homecoming Scotland as 2009 is the 250th anniversary of the birth of Scotland’s national poet. Homecoming Scotland will engage Scots at home as well as motivate people of Scottish descent and those who simply love Scotland, to take part in an inspirational celebration of our culture, heritage and some of the many great contributions Scotland has given to the world. www.homecomingscotland2009.com
· Further media information and photographs from Caroline Keith at theKeithconsultancy on 01463 811000 or 07734 543 923
