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SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED FOR 2008 HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS TOURISM AWARDS

The search for the top tourism businesses in the Highlands and Islands has been narrowed down as the shortlist for the 2008 Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards is announced.

This year there are 27 finalists in 10 categories, including individuals, initiatives and businesses located around the region from Shetland, Orkney and the Outer Hebrides to Caithness, Moray and Argyll.
The awards scheme is recognised as one of the most coveted honours in the industry and is designed to reflect the high quality, diversity and innovation synonymous with tourism today in the Highlands and Islands.

Three businesses have made it to the finals in two different categories: The Shetland Amenity Trust has been shortlisted in the Green Award and Innovation; Lovat Arms in Fort Augustus is also a finalist in the Green Award as well as Tourism People Development; and the Centre for Applied Tourism and Hospitality Management in Aviemore will compete with Lovat Arms for the Tourism People Development Award and celebrates as Paul Shaw is shortlisted for Young Ambassador of the Year.
Happy Highland Campers has been shortlisted in the New Tourism Business category, and faces stiff competition from Broad Bay House on the Isle of Lewis, the Walking Theatre Company in Argyll, and walkhighlands.co.uk on the Isle of Skye.

A range of businesses are in the running for the Community Tourism Award – Caledonian Canal Ceilidh Trail 2008, Poolewe Ceilidh Partnership and the Keith Tourism Action Group; and battling it out for the Best Visitor Experience Award is Evergreen B&B in Inverfarigaig, Isle of Skye Yachts and the Ice Factor at Kinlochleven.
People as well as businesses are recognised in the awards and four promising young tourism professionals – Beata Kaczmaruzyk of Kingsmill Hotel, Inverness, Grant Hastie of La Faisanderie, Dufftown, Kate Goodenough of Dunain Park Hotel, Inverness and Paul Shaw of the Centre of Applied Tourism and Hospitality Management in Aviemore – are finalists in the Highland Young Ambassador of the Year Award, sponsored by the Royal Bank of Scotland.

VisitScotland’s Regional Director, Scott Armstrong said:  “I’d like to congratulate everyone who has worked so hard to reach this important stage. These awards strive to recognise those who are going the extra mile to provide a quality experience for the good of their visitors which is vital for the development of the industry as a whole.”

The Chair of the Awards Board, Elizabeth Mackintosh said: “All the finalists have shown themselves to be outstanding performers in the sector, and their efforts demonstrate how energetic and innovative the tourism industry is in the Highlands and Islands at the moment. 
“We’d like to congratulate them on the high standards they have set; their hard work and dedication is a credit to the industry.  We wish them all the best of luck as we head for an exciting finale in November”.

This year for the first time, applications were submitted on line, following environmental best practice.  Also for the first time this year, the judging of each category was carried out by an independent panel of judges comprising senior industry representatives from throughout the Highlands and Islands who worked to an agreed and strict scoring system.

Over 350 representatives from the region’s tourism, hospitality, leisure and travel businesses will attend the glittering award ceremony and gala dinner on Friday, 21st November at the Drumossie Hotel, Inverness.  The ceremony will be compered by STV presenter and anchorman, Steven Jardine, along with Scottish celebrity Fiona Kennedy.  Rt Hon Alex Salmond, MSP and First Minister of Scotland will also be attending the event.
The award for Highland Ambassador of the Year, sponsored by Caledonian MacBrayne, will be announced and presented on the evening.
Sponsors for 2008 are: Title Sponsor: Royal Bank of Scotland; Media Sponsor: Scottish Provincial Press; Scottish Natural Heritage, Bord na Gaidhlig, VisitScotland, VisitBritain, Historic Scotland, The UK Atomic Energy Authority, British Waterways, Macleod and MacCallum, The Highland Council, CalMac Ferries Ltd and theKeithconsultancy offering PR support.  
For further information on the awards and sponsors, and to book tickets for the ceremony and gala dinner on 21st November, go to www.highland-tourism-awards.co.uk, call 01224 646488 or email tickets@highland-tourism-awards.co.uk.
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Further media information from Caroline Keith at theKeithconsultancy on 01463 811000.

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS TOURISM AWARDS 2008 FINALISTS

Best Visitor Experience (sponsored by MacLeod & McCallum):

· Evergreen B&B, Inverfarigaig

· Isle of Skye Yachts

· The Ice Factor, Kinlochleven

Community Tourism (sponsored by The Highland Council)

· Caledonian Canal Ceilidh Trail 2008

· Poolewe Ceilidh Partnership

· Keith Tourism Action Group

Customer Care (sponsored by VisitScotland)

· Broch of Gurness, Orkney (Historic Scotland)

· Minmore House Hotel, Glenlivet

· Pottery House B&B, Dores

Green Award (sponsored by Scottish Natural Heritage)

· Lovat Arms, Fort Augustus
· Shetland Amenity Trust

Highland Dining Out Experience (sponsored by Scottish Provincial Press)

· Anderson’s Restaurant, Boat of Garten

· Bosville Hotel and Chandlery Restaurant, Portree

· Princes House Hotel, Glenfinnan

Innovation (sponsored by British Waterways)
· Booth Scotland Ltd, Inverness

· Scrabster Harbour Trust

· Shetland Amenity Trust

New Tourism Business (sponsored by Bord na Gaidhlig)

· Broad Bay House, Isle of Lewis

· Happy Highland Campers, Evanton

· The Walking Theatre Company, Glendaruel

· Walkhighlands.co.uk, Staffin

Tourism People Development (sponsored by UK Atomic Energy Authority)

· Centre of Applied Tourism and Hospitality Management, Aviemore

· Lovat Arms, Fort Augustus

Young Ambassador of the Year (sponsored by the Royal Bank of Scotland)

· Beata Kaczmaruzyk, Kingsmills Hotel, Inverness
· Grant Hastie, La Faisanderie, Dufftown

· Kate Goodenough, Dunain Park Hotel, Inverness

· Paul Shaw, Centre of Applied Tourism and Hospitality Management, Aviemore

