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NEW TARTAN FOR SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS FILM COMMSSION LAUNCHED AT 
CANNES FILM FESTIVAL
A newly commissioned tartan for the Scottish Highlands and Islands Film Commission (SHIFC) was unveiled yesterday (Monday 19th May) at the Cannes Film Festival.  

The new SHIFC tartan and a specially designed dress, worn by Scottish model Lauren Tempany, was the product of a collaboration between Johnstons of Elgin and top Highland designer Sandra Murray.
Johnstons’ SHIFC tartan brings to life the hills, glens, mountains and seascapes of the Highlands. It is based on the Royal Stewart tartan, and the evocative blend of Highland colours incorporates green for the ferns, forest and pastures; blue for the skies; pink and purple for heathers in bloom and white for the myriad burns and surf-swept beaches.

Sandra, who designed the amazing dress worn by Ivanka Trump at New York’s Tartan Week last year, has a reputation for bespoke designs of the highest quality, combining traditional Scottish cloths like Harris Tweed and tartan juxtaposed with the exotic, such as sequins, velvet and lace. 

Her spectacular work this time incorporated a figure of Lady Macbeth digitally copied from a nineteenth century portrait painting by John Singer Sargent.

Sandra said: "I think the dress is quite a statement piece. It's something different from any regular tartan, but it's uniquely Scottish. 

"It was inspired by Sargent's painting of Lady MacBeth holding a crown above her head which my husband saw at Tate Britain. I thought it would be interesting to incorporate an image from an old painting into a modern dress."
Trish Shorthouse of the Scottish Highlands and Islands Film Commission was delighted with the design and how well received it was by the film industry in Cannes.  “We’ve already had a kilt, sari, tartan trousers, ties and scarves made from the SHIFC tartan, and they were all on display around Cannes and at our event yesterday gaining admiring glances from our UK and overseas guests alike.”

Trish has also been encouraged by future filming prospects for the Highlands and Islands which have come to light at this year’s Festival.  “We are already making arrangements to follow-up three potential European film projects when we return home next week.  Although the Festival has been quieter this year than in previous years, with fewer US producers, the European contingency is a quality set and we’ll be meeting up with producers from Ireland, Spain and London in the coming months.”
She continued, “Contacts made at Cannes over the past four years are also coming to fruition, and a £3.2million Viking epic, Valhalla Rising, is due to commence filming in the Highlands and Islands in June this year which should bring £2.7million into the Scottish economy.”
Set in 1000AD, the movie, which stars Danish actor Mads Mikkelsen, who played James Bond’s enemy in Casino Royale, is an action adventure with stunning Highland and Islands’ locations as a backdrop.

Glasgow-based production company La Belle Alle is producing the movie, which is being directed by Danish director Nicolas Winding Refn, who has won international acclaim for his films.

Karen Smythe of La Belle Allee said: "This movie will prove to producers and directors that not only do Scotland’s landscapes make for great locations but that we have professional crews and the right infrastructure to make films in this country. Valhalla Rising will be tremendous for the local economy and great for tourism, particularly as the trend is for tours to be based around the locations of films."

At last night’s SHIFC reception, more than 300 specially selected film industry guests dined on Highlands and Islands smoked salmon and other seafood, haggis, back pudding, venison and lamb and drank the finest whisky produced in Moray, while musical entertainment was provided by Glasgow-based singer Michaela Foster Marsh. 

SHIFC's partners at the festival include Digital Media Group, Chicago; Open Brolly (MovieSite), a Moray-based internet company which runs the back office systems for SHIFC and nineteen other film offices in the UK and Ireland; and Moray Council.

Moray Council convener George McIntyre said: "The festival is an ideal opportunity for the Commission to showcase Moray and the Highlands and Islands as an ideal location for a film shoot. After all, the area has some of the most stunning scenery in Europe and its reputation as a film location has already spread far and wide.

"We as a council are delighted to partner the Scottish Highlands and Islands Film Commission, and the Cannes Film Festival also provides us with a platform from which to promote Moray as a place to do business and where economic development is actively encouraged."

Benromach Speyside Single Malt Scotch Whisky also teamed up with SHIFC to sponsor the "Benromach Villa" at the festival. 

Michael Urquhart, Joint Managing Director of Gordon and MacPhail, the World’s Leading Malt Whisky specialist and proprietors of Benromach Distillery, said: "Benromach is a modern, sophisticated brand and it is targeted at the type of consumer who is likely to be interested in the glamour and style of the Cannes Film Festival."

The Benromach Villa is being used by the SHIFC as a platform to promote Moray to around 1,800 industry professionals, many of whom may be looking to shoot in the Highlands and Islands. Throughout the Festival a number of Benromach tastings and tutorials are being held at the Benromach Villa to raise awareness of the single malt from Speyside’s smallest working distillery. 

Other partners are Big Box Network a new Highlands and Islands company set up to produce screen output that can act as a focus for regional talent and original ideas, and Dunoon-based specialist catering company Argyll Catering.

Also involved are Buckie Bears, The Pride of Scotland-Lossie Seafoods (supplying smoked salmon), MacLeans Highland Bakery (supplying ‘Land of Macbeth’ shortbread), MacBeths the Butchers (supplying haggis, black pudding, venison and lamb) and Wester Lawrenceton Cheese. 
Two Highlands and Islands businessmen who have been helping to promote Moray at the festival were at the party to promote an exciting new project based on the life of the real Macbeth, who came from Moray. 

Forres-based Cameron Taylor of Seabridge Consultants and Alistair Murray of Atlantic Marketing in Caithness have led the production of a cultural tourism pilot based on the king made famous by Shakespeare. 

On The Trail of the Real Macbeth which has been produced with assistance from the Highlands and Islands Enterprise Tourism, Heritage and Technology Challenge Fund, comprises a distributed audio story, accompanying leaflet and poster, the web site www.kingmacbeth.com incorporating a Flash Movie and background display material 

Cameron and Alistair have also completed a book On the Trail of the Real Macbeth, King of Alba, which is due to be published by The Luath Press in June.

Cameron Taylor said: "We are hoping to achieve three things at the festival and the reception. Firstly, we want to promote our King Macbeth project to encourage tourism to Moray, secondly to promote our book and thirdly to promote Moray as a great place to make movies.

"Too often in the past Moray has just been regarded as a place to go through between Inverness and Aberdeen, but the area has a tremendously varied landscape - from the Moray Firth to rivers and forests - and a rich culture and heritage. People have tended not to shout about what Moray has to offer but we want to shout it loud to film makers!" 
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The role of SHIFC is to encourage film and television-related activity in the Highlands and Islands by making it as simple and efficient as possible for film and television companies from around the world to operate in the area. 

Over the past five years the commission has brought £15million into the Highlands and Islands in the form of feature films, TV and commercial films, despite the uncertainty in the industry about UK tax credits. Scotland overall has enjoyed a good year for income from filming with £24million coming in last year.

During the past few years, several high profile films were shot partly in the Highlands and Islands such as Stardust and The Water Horse and, more recently, Made of Honour, which features scenes filmed on Skye and at Glenelg.

Cannes is one of the largest and most important international film festivals in the world, attended by over 30,000 film professionals in 2007. 

Since 1994 SHIFC has had a presence in Cannes as part of a wider Scottish delegation and over the years has built up an extensive network of national and international business contacts including production executives who have either filmed or intend to film in Scotland, and delegates from a wide range of agencies who support the industry. 

