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GLASGOW 2014 COMMONWEALTH GAMES BID TEAM PRESENTED WITH TARTAN DAY SCOTLAND INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADOR AWARD

Tartan Day Scotland organisers have honoured the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Bid Team’s success by recognising the important role the games will play in raising Scotland’s profile on the global stage.

This year marked the second International Ambassador Award, presented by John Swinney MSP at the Tartan Day Scotland Gala Dinner on Friday, 4th April to Councillor Stephen Purcell, Leader of Glasgow City Council who accepted the award on behalf of the successful Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Bid Team.   The first recipient of the award was internationally acclaimed actor Brian Cox, who hails from Dundee.

David Valentine, Advisor on Tourism to the Confederation of Scottish Local Authorities commented: “The Tartan Day Scotland International Ambassador award is made to those who are in the unique position to help raise Scotland’s profile to a worldwide audience.  This is not an annual award, but we felt strongly that the outstanding success of the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games Bid Team deserved recognition on this level.  

“By bringing the Commonwealth Games to Scotland in 2014, the Bid Team has ensured that Scotland will receive unprecedented media coverage, attracting visitors from all over the world, not just to the Games themselves but for many years to come.  The opportunities for our tourism and export industries alone are boundless.”

Councillor Stephen Purcell said: "I'm delighted to be accepting this award on behalf of the Bid Team, which took in partners from Glasgow City Council, the Scottish Government, and the Commonwealth Games Council for Scotland.  During the bid phase the team travelled across the Commonwealth to promote our vision for the Games, and we hosted representatives from nearly 70 countries in Glasgow.  
“The Commonwealth Games will be the biggest event that Scotland will ever host, and I'm sure that the athletes, officials, supporters and spectators coming to the Games will have an amazing, once-in-a-lifetime experience.  The support of the people of Glasgow and Scotland in winning the right to host the 2014 Games was simply amazing, with almost 1.75million people signing up to Back the Bid.  This award is an honour to accept because of that enthusiasm and excitement about sport, about our city and about our country."

ENDS

Editors Notes:

· Tartan Day celebrations - which mark the Declaration of Arbroath, the Scottish declaration of nationhood at Arbroath Abbey on 6th April, 1320 - were originally conceived in Canada in 1991.  Several years later in 2004, 6th April was declared National Tartan Day in the USA to celebrate Scotland’s contribution to that country’s development by emigrant Scots.  Since then a consortium of Scottish Local Authorities has collaborated with VisitScotland and the Scottish Government to make the celebrations in New York a platform for Scottish musicians, dancers, artists and businesses. Many other US cities now have Tartan Day festivals and there are also celebrations in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Holland and France.  In 2004, Scotland also embraced this celebration of all things Scottish when Angus Council established the first Tartan Day celebrations on home territory.  
· Tartan Day Scotland 2008 is being celebrated from 29th March to 6th April in Angus, Dundee, Fife, Perth, Stirling, East Lothian, West Lothian and East Renfrewshire with a week-long programme of events ranging from ceilidhs, concerts, music and drama to street entertainment, family activities, walks and tours.
· Photographs and further media information from Caroline Keith at theKeithconsultancy on 01463 811000 or caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk
The Tartan Day Scotland project is part funded by the European Union
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