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TARTAN DAY SCOTLAND CELEBRATES 
688 YEARS OF HISTORY
Arbroath Abbey was the setting today, Sunday, 6th April, for the re-enactment of one of Scotland’s most historic gatherings.   It recalled the occasion in 1320 when the barons and earls of Scotland gathered at the Abbey in the presence of King Robert the Bruce to sign and seal a collective letter to the Pope to recognise Scotland as a nation state.  

Staged by Arbroath Abbey Pageant Society, the re-enactment was the culmination of Tartan Day Scotland celebrations, a week-long programme of events showcasing Scotland’s people, history, heritage, culture and celebrating the country’s legacy to the world.  
50 authentically costumed members of the Society helped Arbroath return to its medieval roots as Robert the Bruce was led by nights on horseback and followed by his nobles and clergymen along the length of Arbroath’s historic High Street to the Abbey.
Tartan Day Scotland has built on the success of Tartan Day in Canada and the US, and this year eight local authorities lead by Angus Council, participated in the historic celebrations, organising nine days of ceilidhs, concerts, music and drama, street entertainment, family activity days, walks and tours. 

David Valentine, Advisor on Tourism to the Confederation of Scottish Local Authorities said: “We’ve seen Tartan Day Scotland grow from strength to strength over the past four years.  It’s a fantastic opportunity to highlight Scotland’s achievements to a worldwide audience, and for Scots to recognise a significant landmark in their history.  
“We’re delighted at the success of this year’s celebrations, and already two more local authorities have confirmed their interest to join with us next year as we organise an expanding programme of events building towards the 700th anniversary in 2020.”
ENDS

Editors Notes:

· Tartan Day celebrations - which mark the Declaration of Arbroath, the Scottish declaration of nationhood at Arbroath Abbey on 6th April, 1320 - were originally conceived in Canada in 1991.  Several years later in 2004, 6th April was declared National Tartan Day in the USA to celebrate Scotland’s contribution to that country’s development by emigrant Scots.  Since then a consortium of Scottish Local Authorities has collaborated with VisitScotland and the Scottish Government to make the celebrations in New York a platform for Scottish musicians, dancers, artists and businesses. Many other US cities now have Tartan Day festivals and there are also celebrations in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Holland and France.  In 2004, Scotland also embraced this celebration of all things Scottish when Angus Council established the first Tartan Day celebrations on home territory.  

· Tartan Day Scotland 2008 is being celebrated in Angus, Dundee, Fife, Perth, Stirling, East Lothian, West Lothian and East Renfrewshire

· Further media information from Caroline Keith at theKeithconsultancy on 01463 811000 or caroline@thekeithconsultancy.co.uk
The Tartan Day Scotland project is part funded by the European Union
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